
A Citizen’s Petition for Accountability in Our 
Elected Officials 

 

Included on this year’s warrant is a Citizens Petition to add a recall provision to Wenham’s Town Bylaws.  
This petition and draft bylaw amendment, put forth by fellow citizens of Wenham, seeks a statutory 
mechanism to remove elected officials whose actions are inconsistent with the behavior expected by citizens.   

Wenham Voters are encouraged to read the proposed amendment in advance of our May 1st Town Meeting.  
The text of the proposed amendment can be found in the “2021-2022 Annual Town Report Part II” between 
Articles 11 and 12. 

The following is a brief Summary of the proposed provision. 

 

Summary of Recall Procedures: 

1. To initiate a recall initiative, 50 or more registered voters must sign and file an affidavit indicating 
their desire to recall an elected official and the basis for that request.   

2. If those 50 names are verified by the Town Clerk, official petition papers shall be prepared.   
3. Those seeking recall would then have 21 days to collect signatures representing at least 10% of 

registered Wenham voters (currently, approximately 2900 voters). 
4. If those signatures are verified by the Town Clerk, notice will be provided to the members of the 

Select Board and the elected official who is the subject of the recall request.   
5. The elected official at issue would have the option of resigning or opposing the recall effort.   
6. If the elected official opposes the recall effort, a special recall election would be called at which 

the official would be recalled only if a majority of those who voted in the special election favored 
recall.  The ballot would also contain procedures for electing a replacement for the balance of the 
elected official’s term if the recall effort passed or the elected official resigned after the election 
had been scheduled.   

7. The proposed amendment contains safeguards against repeated recall efforts for the same act 
and a three-month safe harbor at the beginning of an official’s term of office.   

8. Finally, a recalled official could run for office again, but would be precluded from appointment to 
Town boards or committees for a period of three years.   

What the Recall Provision Would Not Cover: 

a. Officials serving in positions elected by residents of both Hamilton and Wenham (e.g., school 
committee). 

b. Disagreement over an elected official’s otherwise proper decision-making (unless the decision at 
issue involved a conflict of interest).   

The drafters of this Citizens Petition ask that voters review the proposed petition and support its passage 
at Town Meeting:  

 A YES vote will grant Wenham voters a procedure to remove elected officials from office, under 
specified circumstances. 

 A NO vote leaves Wenham residents without the ability to remove elected officials prior to 
expiration of their terms. 

Thank you for your consideration.   


